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Bill Type and Number:  Ordinance 2011-494
Introducer/Sponsor:  Council President at the Request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction:  July 26, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference:  TEU; F
Date of Analysis:  July 28, 2011
Type of Action:  Lease Approval
Bill Summary:  This bill approves a lease agreement with the U. S. Green Building Council-North Florida Chapter, Inc. (USGBC), authorizing the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute the agreement.  Provision is made for technical modifications which do not involve any increased financial obligations or liability to the City, and do not alter basic lease terms.
Background Information:  USGBC is a Florida not-for-profit corporation focused on accelerating the adoption of green development practices, technologies, policies and standards.  Its Sustainability Resource Center is to be open to the public for educational purposes, including the provision of resources to the public on energy and water conservation efficiency, and green building and sustainable development practices.  The lease is for five years, with no renewal option, for 4,940 square feet of retail space on the first floor of the Main Library Parking Garage located at 33 West Duval Street.  In consideration of USGBC’s build-out of the space for use as a Sustainability Resource Center, the City agrees to allow use at no rental or utility cost to the tenant.  Information on file states that the space has been empty for six years, and that occupation will have a high impact on downtown visits and revitalization, and possibly be a seed for filling the rest of the space.
Policy Impact Area:  Leases; Environmental Protection; Green Building and Sustainable Development; Downtown Development
Fiscal Impact:  Undetermined; the lease agreement provides for no rental or utility cost to the tenant
Analyst:  Campbell
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